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Hi All, 

 

Not a lot happening in October at the CRC. We had Department of Transport visit as usual, 

with several people coming in to use their services.  

The CRC provided the kids with a Halloween sausage sizzle after school on the 31st October. 

It was well attended with about 15 kids. We decorated the CRC front door, had some scary 

treats as well as provided each of the kids with a bag of lollies to take home with them. 

 

 

 

 

 

In November we have the usual Department of Transport coming on Monday the 7th (Julie’s 

50th LOL). Our Annual General Meeting is on Monday the 21st of November at 5.30pm. We 

are no longer opening on Saturdays. 

The Cue CRC will be closing over the Christmas/New Year from 21st December and reopening 

on 10th January. This means the January Dryblower will be late. 

 

Julie Humphreys 
Manager 
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Sandra Box 
Customer Service Officer 

 

During my recent trip to Perth I wrote to National Cash Registers in USA for information on 

the wooden cash register in the CHDC. It was used in Big Bell hotel from 1937 onwards.     

Disappointingly, I heard nothing back.  

 

A few days later I received a surprise phone call from Milton in Perth who specialises in      

refurbishing antique and vintage NCR cash registers and adding machines. I drove south to 

meet him where he presented me with two rare wooden drawers that were missing on our 

register. He also gave me some vintage adding machines and a typewriter, all of which are 

very hard to source. He was delighted that they would be 

on display in the CHDC once they have been cleaned up. 

 

There was another surprise waiting for me when I         

returned. Some large wagon wheels and a set of windmill 

sails had arrived in the yard. Thanks to Ray for donating 

them and adding to our historic displays. Donations of 

historic items are always very much appreciated. 

 

HISTORY: A windmill is a machine that converts the energy of wind into rotational energy by 

means of vanes called “sails”. Originally windmills were used for grinding grain into flour for 

food production. Then their uses expanded to pumping water either to drain water from the 

land or to extract water from under the ground.  

The structures typically referred to as windmills in Australia are more correctly 

called windpumps. In 1876 the Griffiths Brothers built the first four windmills in Australia. 

They were constructed from wood out of the Toowoomba Foundry and used to pump water 

on a Queensland station. These “Griffith's Mills” would go on to become the iconic Southern 

Cross brand.      
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CHANGE PICTURE 
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 I was fortunate enough to start October on leave spending some time with my family in 
Perth. While in Perth I attended the WALGA Local Government convention held at the 
Crown Towers accompanied by Shire President Ross Pigdon. As always the convention 
was packed full of information relevant to the Local Government sector. I attended the 
Heads of Agencies breakfast where I met with the Director General for the Department of 
Planning, Lands and Heritage to discuss future projects the Shire are considering            
undertaking including restoration works on the Masonic Lodge building, gazetting of the 
Northern Miners Pass Road and future expansion of the Industrial area. The Shire of Cue 
was also announced as the winner of the professional digital category for the Showcase in 
Pixels competition. Our winning video was produced by Dragonfly Media in Geraldton and 
a link to our submission will be made available on our website. 
 
Nominations for the Australia Day Active Citizenship Award are now open. If you are aware 
of a community member who has made a significant contribution to the Cue community and 
you would like to see them acknowledged, nomination forms can be collected from the 
Shire office and close at the end of November. Preparations are underway for Australia 
Day 2023 and it is looking to be another spectacular event with live music and fireworks. 
More details will be provided closer to the event. 
 
WA Seniors Week runs from 6 to 13 November to recognise the important role that seniors 
play in our community and acknowledge the contributions of older Western Australians. On 
Wednesday 9

th
 November we will celebrate Seniors Week with an afternoon tea at the 

Queen of the Murchison from 2 - 3pm. Bookings are appreciated for catering purposes by 
contacting Tracy at the Shire office. Please let us know if you require assistance to attend 
the event. Tracy will be there on the day to assist anyone that requires help to sign up to 
the “My Aged Care” portal. 

 
Halloween was a fun filled evening of costumes, art and craft activities, food and             
refreshments thanks to the great work of the Shire staff and grant funding provided by 
Healthway, Lotterywest and the Department of Communities through Meerilinga. Around 25 
kids and 25 kids at heart attended the newly repurposed Railway building for the afternoon 
and evening on Friday 28 October, and enjoyed a range of activities from slip and slide on 
the oval to games and hidden surprises. This was followed by a bbq to finish off the      
evening. Thanks to all who supported this event.  
 
The official opening of the Railway building as the new Youth and Community Centre was 
held on Saturday 29 October. Around 50 people attended the event which was organised in 
conjunction with the Cuerosity Shoppe. Attendees were encouraged to buy an outfit from 
the Cuerosity Shoppe and wear it for the event. There was an interesting assortment of    
outfits worn on the night and prizes were given for a variety of categories. Live music was 
provided by Gus McKay playing a variety of blues and the Shire provided a bbq dinner. 
Shire President Ross Pigdon provided some history on the Railway industry that was once 
prominent in Cue.  Thank you to all people that helped with this event including the    
Cuerosity Shoppe volunteers, Gus and the Shire staff for the efforts in providing the         
finishing touches to the building ready for the event and making sure everything ran 
smoothly on the night. 
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The Shire working in conjunction with the Department of Fire and Emergency Services will be 
undertaking fire break works around Cue town site. Owners and occupiers of land are        
reminded of their obligations to clear and maintain fire breaks over the summer months. The 
summer months are also a time of storms and cyclones. Residents are also reminded to 
clean up and remove any unwanted or loose items from their property that could cause    
damage in a storm. Larger items can be collected by contacting the Manager of Works and 
Services to make arrangements. 

 
Mosquito fogging operations are being undertaken when weather conditions allow. Residents 
are asked to check their properties and remove any potential mosquito breeding areas, by 
emptying containers holding water, ensuring gutters are not holding water and checking 
yards for areas that hold water. 
 
Roadworks are ongoing 1km south of town on the Great Northern Highway. I have been    
informed that asphalt works are scheduled for mid-December to complete this section of 
roadworks. Westgold are modifying and improving the intersection where the Miners Pass 
Road meets the highway. Traffic management and reduced speed limits are in place.       
Travellers can expect minor delays. 
 
The Murdoch University Vet Program was held on Monday 17 October at the Shire Hall.   
Students from the university provided free pet checks and sterilisation under the guidance of 
a senior vet. Other services available included microchipping and vaccination. Around forty 
animals were seen on the day and the program was again a great success. Thank you to  
Peter Smith from Canine Control for organising this again and ensuring everything ran 
smoothly on the day. 

 
Dog owners are reminded of their obligations to keep their dogs contained within the     
boundaries of their property or on a leash while walking. Please be considerate of others as it 
can be quite confronting to be approached by an unknown dog while out walking. The Shire 
Ranger visits the area frequently and will take action against unrestrained dogs in public  
places. This may result in a financial penalty to the owner and potential destruction of        
offending animals. The only authorised area within the townsite where dogs are permitted to 
be exercised off-leash is the town oval. It is your responsibility to control and look after your 
pets. 
 
Upcoming events: 

Wednesday 9 November – WA Seniors afternoon tea 
Friday 11 November - Remembrance Day 
Friday 18 November - Cue Parliament 

 Saturday 9 December – Town Christmas Function 
 

 
Richard Towell 
Chief Executive Officer, Shire of Cue 
 

Next ordinary Council meeting - 6:30pm Tuesday 15 November 2022 
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Hello 
 
 
I am again pleased to report little crime in Cue over the past month or so. We 
did a have a little hiccup which has been dealt with. Unfortunately, we do have 
the occasional visitor to town who commits crime affecting all of our safety.  We 
do have some strategies to deal with those people and are pro-active in    
keeping them out of town when we can. 
 
While we have had a bit of a break from unlawful activity in town, it’s good to 
remind people ways in which you can help us deal with those that continue to 
break the law.  One of the best ways you do something is to pull out the old   
mobile phone and record or take a photo of something you think isn’t right.  We 
did manage to get a video of an off-road motorcycle doing a wheelie on the 
street which resulted in that motorcycle being confiscated. This does mean   
being a little discreet as people doing wrong thing sometimes get upset if they 
are recorded. Its best they get upset with me because that’s what we get paid 
for.  If you do record something, feel free to contact the station during office 
hours and drop it in to us for review and actioning. 
 
I know I don’t have to talk inflation but it is that time again in the fuel cycle when 
the prices are high are not everyone wants to pay $2.50 a litre for their diesel 
so please ensure any fuel cans or long-range tanks on the back of your ute are 
secure so the contents doesn’t disappear.  Please lock them up as last time 
prices were up like this, we did have fuel stolen occasionally. 
 
As I mentioned in the last article, we were lucky to get another permanent staff 
member in Senor Constable Joe WELSH.  Joe comes to us from Yalgoo and 
before that some time in Burringurrah and Geraldton and the mid-west region.  
Please introduce yourself to Joe when you see him about. 
 
 
Thanks for your time.   
 
 
Mark, Pete and Joe. 
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A short ceremony will take place at A S Gurney Memorial Park next door 

to the Shire office building on Austin Street, Cue. 
 

10.45am   
 

Friday 11th November 2022 
 

REMEMBRANCE DAY 

11 November 2022 
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The start of this term has been frenetic and our students continue to make us proud with their effort 
and achievement. Even though we went to camp at Mt Gibson last term, it was obviously a treasured life 
moment for Room 2 who continue to talk about it. They planned, drafted and created some wonderful 
recounts.  

 

As part of our Positive Behaviour Support at school, students earn ‘Dojo’ points for doing their best 
especially in the areas of Respect, Resillience & Responsibility. This week our students got to use those 
points to purchase rewards from our prize room. Their joy on their faces was incredible and they 
earned it! More prizes are being purchased to re stock.  
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RECYCLING: 
 
Cue PS has started collecting bottles as part of our 
recycling and sustainability program. There is a pod at 
the top gate which you can access to drop your        
containers in during school hours. We are also looking 
for newsprint as well for other projects. Funds raised 
will be used to purchase bush tucker plants and expand 
our vege garden program.  

Last week we were invited to Yalgoo to participate in an Athletics carnival where we were 
taught skills in a few disciplines. Our students did extremely well in the sprints and relays – I think their 
training paid off. Shot Put was new to them and Barry from our high school group got some personal coaching 
in the Javelin.  

TERM 4 DATES 
 
1st Nov – Australian Olympian visit 
4th Nov – Teachers training in Talk 4 Writing 
14th – 18th Nov – Artists in Residence Awesome Arts 
18th Nov – Room 1 Assembly / Tacos 
14th Nov – 2nd Dec – Swimming Lessons in Mt Magnet 
10th Dec – Xmas function at town hall 
15th Dec – last day for students.  
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Agents For:               

                          
All Evaporative Air Conditioning Parts      
Coerco Water Tanks  & Agriculture Products             
Mt Magnet Meats 
Toll Ipec 
Firearms Dealer 
  

OWNER /MANAGERS 

Ross & Pix Pigdon 
 

Please let us know if you are not happy 
with our service 

BELL & CO (EMPORIUM)   LIQUOR—GROCERIES 

Phone:    08 99631012 
Fax:        08 99631370 
Pix Mobile:  0428508090 
Mobile:   0427864165 (Toll Ipec) 
email:    bellcoptyltd@bigpond.com.au 

49 Austin St, Cue W.A. 6640 

Shop Hours 
 

Monday—Friday: 9 am — 1.00 pm    
Monday—Friday: 3.30pm — 6.00 pm 
Saturday: 9 am — 12.00pm 
Sunday: Closed  
Public Holidays: to be advised 
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The Cue railway station building was originally built in 1898 approximately one year after the 
trains were operating in the Murchison. The building is an example of the early architecture of 
the region and the prosperity of Cue as a booming gold and wool region. In the early days the 
building housed tea rooms for the passenger train. 
 
In the past the railway station and the railway that came to Cue was the main freight link        
between Perth, Geraldton and Meekatharra, also having spur lines from Mt Magnet to       
Sandstone, Meekatharra to Wiluna, Cue to Big Bell and covered the Murchison region for 
freight and passenger transport and was considered the lifeline to the Murchison. 
 
There were two designated freights train from Perth to Cue per week this carried general freight 
from Perth for station owners, miners and towns’ folk. The train returned with stock mainly 
sheep and cattle, wool, minerals including ore and red ochre from Wilgie Mia. 
 
In addition to the station building there was a goods shed and a goods unloading ramp with a 
fixed crane. The ramp and crane are still in place. The workshop had a number of employees, 
fitters and there was also a number of other staff that were all housed in railway supplied    
housing that was constructed in and around the station building and the railway line. These 
people were housed in stone constructed houses similar to that of the station masters house 
that is still standing to the South of the station. To the North past the loco shed was three more 
houses of similar stone construction and there were also three other houses on Wittenoom 
Street to the South West of the station.  
 
Cue was a Crew depot. Trains from Mullewa to Meekatharra changed crews in Yalgoo and 
Cue. The building still standing to the North of the station that is privately owned now, was the 
changeover train crew barracks which consisted of a driver, a fireman and a guard. These    
personnel would stay at the barracks until the next train. 
 
Whilst the railway was running steam driven engines, Cue had a workshop and a turntable to 
turn steam engines around which was located just past where the ramp is today. During this 
time if there was a ball on at Big Bell, one of the steam engines had to do a maintenance test 
run that just happened to tie in with taking people to the ball and would be delayed in Big Bell 
until the ball finished and could bring them back again. This was seen as normal until one of the 
bosses found out, then they had to use the gangers’ trolley which only held about six people 
and was easy to hide. The steam trains ran until 1958 when diesel trains took over the rails. 
From this point onwards the loco shed and it’s staff were transferred to Mullewa.  
 
The trains would sometimes get stuck at a station due to flooding on the track or breakdown. 
One particular incident the train was stopped in Yalgoo due to flooding, this was back in 1959 
when the roads were gravel. A truck turned up from Meekatharra and they said they were     
running out of groceries, the truck then went along the carriages and found the carriage with the 
beer in it. That’s all they took and returned to Meekatharra. 

We had two freight trains to Cue a week, one on Tuesday the other on Friday. These trains 
were service number 73 up and 74 return. We had one passenger train which used to leave 
Perth on Wednesday night, arrive in Mullewa Thursday morning. This train was an overnight 
with sleeper compartments. A change of trains at Mullewa to Meekatharra stopping at every 
siding on the way. Pindar siding and Warraga sidings were very important. As it was a short 
walk from the train to the pub. A little more difficult at Mt Magnet and Cue. This trip to Cue took  

CUE RAILWAY BUILDING    
HISTORY 
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something like 12 hours from all the stopping. However if the train broke down it was longer. It 
was supposed to arrive in Cue at 8pm on Thursday evening. This made Thursday evenings in 
Cue a big event as everyone would turn up at the station to see who was arriving. This included 
the local constabulary.   
 
This passenger train coming up, would you believe was service number 69, sleepers and all. 
This train has first class, which consisted of two person bunk with it’s own toilet and wash basin. 
Second class had four bunks with a common toilet at either end of the carriage. There was also 
a compartment carriage which we commonly termed as dog boxes. Each compartment could 
seat five to six people and had one toilet and wash basin. Each compartment had door access 
either side straight out onto the platform. These were not popular as you could not get out of the 
compartment and move around the train. Hence the name dog box.  
 
School kid’s trains used to run six times a year. Three up and three back. Most adults would  
only travel on these trains once as this was more than enough experience to realise that it is not 
a pleasant journey with a train full of students. For the students you would meet all of the other 
kids in Murchison and was a great social interaction. 
 
The train service to Cue ceased operations on 1 May 1978 and progressively the railway lines 
were removed and the surrounding buildings demolished.  
 
The railway building was converted into a sports complex in 1986 and operated until the        
mid-1990’s when the oval ablution block was built and utilised for Cue fest and sports events. 
The railway building was unused since the mid 90’s. The building was added to the Register of 
Heritage Places in July 2002. It has now been restored and it is hoped will provide many years 
of use for the residents of Cue. 
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OPENING OF THE CUE YOUTH CENTRE 
The official opening of the Cue Youth & Community Centre was held on Saturday the  29th 
October by the Shire of Cue in conjunction with the Cuerosity Shoppe.  Wow ! We saw some 
amazing  op shop ensembles  from our locals, sashaying  in making a  grand entrance. 
There was great food and fabulous music  by talented Gus Mackay.  
Shire President  Ross Pigdon gave a  interesting speech about the history of the railway    
station.  Shire of Cue CEO Richard Towell thanked everyone who contributed to the  Railway 
Project and well as the grant providers, Lotterywest $350,000 and Local Roads and        
Community Infrastructure Program $130,000. 
Now enjoy the fantastic photos below of our  wonderful towns folk in their  Op Shop Attire.  
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LOGIC PUZZLE 

1. The person with the Verizon cell phone owes more money than Briana. 
2. Of Yasmin and Grayson, one has the $1300 hospital bill and the other loves           

rhubarb. 
3. The patient with the $1210 hospital bill doesn't enjoy rhubarb and the one who 

loves leeks doesn't have a cell phone with Cingular. 
4. The 5 people were the one who loves endive, the person with the Verizon cell 

phone, the patient with the $2340 hospital bill, Brett, and the one who loves        
artichoke's. 

5. The person with the Nextel cell phone is Danica and the patient with the $810    
hospital bill loves artichoke's. 

6. Either the one who loves artichokes or the one who loves carrots has always used 
US Wireless and the one who loves endive owes more money than Grayson.  

7. The one who loves endive owes more money than the person with the Cingular cell 
phone and the one who loves carrots doesn't have a cell phone with US wireless. 

CLUES 
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WORD SEARCH 
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November 2022 
RFDS: 

Tuesday 8th 
Tuesday 22th 

 
Please contact the 
Nursing Post  for 

GRAMS. 
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Kids Halloween Party 
Friday afternoon the 28th October we had the Kids Halloween Party at 
the new Youth Centre. Wow!!! The kids didn’t disappoint, the costumes 
were amazing!!!! They had food, drinks and some yummy treats.  The 
slip and slide was great fun as were the games.  Thank you to      
Meerilinga, Go for 2 & 5, Healthway, Lotterywest and Department  of 
Communities  for the grant that allowed us to present this event.                                                            



31 

 

 



32 

 

Cue CRC 

Monday 7th November, 1pm to 3pm 

72 Austin Street, Cue WA 6640 
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October Puzzle Solutions 

OCTOBER LOGIC PUZZLE  

OCTOBER WORD SEARCH  

MONTH/DAY NAMES CAMERA UNIVERSITIES 

January 24th Gustavo Nikon Duke 

February 22nd Genevieve Kodak Harvard 

March 10th Blake Canon MIT 

June 19th Gerardo Fujifilm Cornell 

November 17th Solomon Casio Dartmouth 
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Cue Sub Centre 
St John’s Ambulance  

Cue Sub Centre  has some awesome updates.  We are currently renovating the two toilets, 
one will be a unisex toilet the other will be a laundry and shower. We also received a grant 
from Melissa Price which allowed us to purchase a  great training manikin that gives us  
valued feedback on how accurate out  CPR technique is and how to improve.  
We would like to welcome Melissa Montgomery to the Sub Centre and congratulate her on 
completing her Emergency Medical Responder training.  Harry Casey and Tracy Bachraty 
have also completed their Emergency Medical Technician  training. 
Cue Sub Centre is always looking for  new members and drivers.   

TRAINING MANIKIN 

MEN’S BATHROOM  

HARRY & TRACY 

BADGE PRESENTATION 

MEL’S UNIFORM READY 
FOR  ACTION 



37 

 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

  1 2 
 
Craft Group 

3 4 5 

6 
 
 

7 
 
DOT 

8 
 
RFDS 

9 
 
Craft Group 

10 11 
 
Remembrance 
Day 
 
 

12 
 
 

13 14 15 
 
Council  
Meeting 
 
 

16 
 
Craft Group 

17 
 
 

18 19 
 
 

20 21 
 
CRC AGM 
 
 

22 
 
RFDS 

23 
 
Craft Group 

24 25 26 

27 28 
 
 

29 
 
 

30 
 
Craft Group 

   

 

 

November 
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